
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 6
2 Kings 6:1-7 - Floating Axe Head

v. 6-7 - Iron doesn’t float.

The LORD is so great.  One of the lessons we’re learning from Elisha’s ministry thus far is that God cares about big and small things in 
our lives and the world.  Chapter 4 showed us resurrection and care for widow’s debts.  Chapter 5 showed us lepers being made clean.  And 
now we see that a man’s lost axe head is found.

So what’s the takeaway from that?  I think it teaches us that we should pray at all times.  I think it tells us we should ask God for help 
in every situation.  We should repent of thinking there are instances where our situation is “too small” for the great God to get 
involved.  We also should never limit God’s power to work in the “big” moments either.

What can our God not do when His people seek Him?!?

2 Kings 6:8-14 - Elisha Helps Israel’s Army.  Aram Is Not Pleased

v. 8-10 - Elisha tells the king of Israel exactly where the secret camp of the Arameans was.  As a result Israel avoids that 
place.

v. 11 - The King of Aram assumes there is a traitor amongst his men!

v. 12-13 - One of the king’s men tells him about Elisha.  The king makes plans to “seize” Elisha (NLT).  It doesn’t appear the king 
wanted to kill Elisha, but take him for his own use.  It’s ironic for the king of Aram to think that that the one who knows all 
his moves against the army of Israel wouldn’t also know his specific plans against him as well!

v. 14 - the great army of Aram has now assembled to capture one man!  They assemble around the city of Dothan (v. 13) at night.

“Dothan is only 10 miles (16 km) north of the capital city of Samaria, illustrating the extent of Syrian penetration 
into Israel at this time.” (ESV Study Bible, 2 Kings 6:13)

2 Kings 6:15-17 - Elisha’s Army

v. 16 - imagine the confusion of Elisha’s servant.  What do you mean there “more of us than them”?

Look at the confidence of Elisha.  He’s not troubled or afraid. This kind of confidence does happen overnight.  This is a confidence that 
springs forth from a relationship with God.  Elisha knew God loved Him, knew God cared for Him, knew God was his provider.  He had been 
praying to God, He had been serving God, and doing His will.  As a result, he has confidence when facing a real and severe threat, that 
God will take care of Him.  God had proven Himself faithful to Elisha over and over and over again.  The God of the axe head is the same 
God who rules and commands the armies of heaven.

2 Kings 6:18-20 - Elisha leads the army of Aram
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It’s hard not to chuckle at this incident.  Elisha asks the LORD to blind the army of Aram.  Once they have lost their sight, he 
approaches them, and offers to lead them to “the man who they seek” (v. 19).  He then leads them to the center of Samaria, the 
capital city of Israel.  And then their eyes open. 

One might ask, “how can they still be lead if they are blind?”  Here is the ESV Study Bible’s note on this record: 

“Probably not a loss of physical sight (since the Syrians would not doubt their location just because they could no 
longer physically see it), but rather a dazed mental condition in which they are open to suggestion and manipulation 
but still able to follow the prophet to Samaria. The Syrians are “bedazzled” and do not “see” things clearly, whereas 
Elisha’s servant has been given perfect clarity of “sight” about reality.”

2 Kings 6:21-23 - A Curious Way To Treat Your Enemies

v. 21 - “shall I kill them?” - the king of Israel, leader of the army and king of the nation, asks Elisha what to do.  He 
references him as “father”.  At least for the moment, the king recognizes and honors Elisha’s office.

v. 22-23 - Elisha tells the king to give them food and water instead.  The king prepares a “great feast” (v. 23) for them.  And as 
a result the “marauding bands of Arameans did not come again into the land of Israel. (v. 23)”

Sometimes the best strategy in dealing with someone who you have a conflict with is through kindness, love and hospitality.  While this 
way of behaving is distinctive of all disciples of Jesus, we do not have a ton of glimpses of this in the Old Testament.  However, this does 
not minimize the power of enemy-love to stop evil from continuing and in some cases, end conflicts all together.  This instance is 
remarkable in the midst of the Israelite-Aramean war.

Let’s pause to remember the lessons of 2 Kings 6.  Again the focus is not how great Elisha is, but how great the God of Elisha is.  He is 
the the one who makes steel float like a stick.  He is the one listening in on the plans made in the king of Aram’s bedroom.  He is one 
commanding the chariots of fire.

We learn again that God cares of little things, like borrowed axe heads and what the loss of one might do to a relationship between the 
man who borrowed and the man who lent it.  We learn that God is aware of the big picture and the plans of others and will intervene to 
care for his people.  We learn that God is the defender of those who are his, if we but have eyes to see that His army is there and ready to  
fight on His behalf.  We learn that God’s wisdom is perfect.  He knows when judgment should come down or when your enemy just needs a 
sandwich.

I think the blessing of 2 Kings 6 for us today is to remind us to open our eyes to the ways God is working in our lives and in our worlds.  
There is much going on “behind the scenes” in our daily comings and goings and interactions with people.  There is something beyond what 
we see in the faces before us.  There is more to behold, and before we behold, we have to remember that there is a whole spiritual world 
around us in which God is sovereign over and working in.  Remember this.  And then behold this.  Remember these truths.  And then ask God 
to open the eyes of your heart, to see not just what you can see before you, but see the truth about what is really going on around you 
and how He is at work to lead, guide, love and protect those he loves.

Once our eyes are open to these truths, we may not see chariots of fire surrounding our homes, but we will be awakened to the truth that 
God’s care for and closeness to us are just as true and real and present.
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